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October 30, 2007 

Greetings, everyone. By anyone's 
judgment the October trip was a huge 
success. We were in a total of four 
villages.... San Augusto, Canton, Marupa 
and 7 de Junio (7th of June). 
 
1. The dentist saw 226 patients. 
2. We dispensed 97 pairs of 

eyeglasses. 
3. The chiropractor saw 100+ patients. 

4. We dug three water wells. 
5. We showed the “Jesus Video” 

twice. 
6. We showed the “God Story” three 

times. 
7. We had 164 adults receive Christ. 
8. We had 300 children receive Christ. 
9. We baptized several in water. 
 

All of this was done in villages 
with no church, no electricity, no clean 
drinking water and little or no 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. To God be 
the glory and the honor and the praise for 
it all. 

The first village we visited was San 
Augusto. It was a beautiful little village 
with no electricity, no clean drinking 
water and no church of any kind. Early 
that first morning, as is my habit, I was 
up watching the sunrise. Several children 
were seen coming to get the day's water 
supply from the river. I watched as they 
would look around for the cleanest spot 
to get their water. They would then wade 
into the river, brush the trash away and 
dip up a bucket full. I watched as one 
little girl picked the trash out of the nasty 
water before carrying it to her family for 
the day's use. One little boy in particular 

touched my heart. He 
had two 5-gallon buckets 
with him. After filling 
both he placed one on 
top of the other, put a 
strap around and under 
them and across his 
head. He then proceeded 
to carry them up the very 
steep bank to his home. I 
could only imagine what 
that 80 pound load was 
doing to his young little 
spine.  

But that little boy will no 

longer have to come to the river. That 
day Vic York and his crew went into the 
village and drilled a water well for them. 
They gathered around the place where 
they were to drill the well and prayed 
until they felt a move of God. They 

believed that God would give them water 
and He did.  In fact, Vic drilled three 
successful wells on this trip. Way to go, 
Vic! 

As I left the boat and started up the 
path to the village, I saw a family 
threshing rice. They had piled it up in a 
circle and would take one clump of rice 
stalks at a time and beat them until the 
rice fell loose into a hole. This village 
seemed very industrious.  

The villages are usually built along 
the river and a path connects the houses. 
As I turned down the path to walk the 
length of the village, it was very 
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interesting to see them preparing for the 
day. The children had already gone for 
water from the river and the moms were 
cooking a meal. I saw one man bringing 
in his morning catch of fish. He must 
have started fishing before dawn. The 
fish were brightly colored, looking 
somewhat like something we would buy 
in the USA to go in a home aquarium to 
brighten up the room. They were not for 
looking at there; they were for eating. 

Further down the path a woman 
who was cooking in her house invited 
me in. She had some peas sitting in a 
pot. I asked her where she got them and 
she told me that she had picked them in 
her garden. They sure did look like 
black eyed peas to me. I asked her if she 
had more and if she would sell them to 
us. She agreed and brought us a kilo. 
She askeY about thirty cents for them, 
but I gave her $5.00. Sister Laly Chavez 
put some country ham in the pot with 
them and cooked them for supper. 
WOW! Were they ever good! We had 
sliced onion, cornbread and iced tea. 
That was one of our best meals.  

As the morning progressed the 
doctors went to work. We were blessed 

to be able to find a local dentist. He 
worked for very little money and did a 
great job. He brought his very primitive 
equipment with him. He had a home-
made compressor so he could actually 
drill teeth. He even brought his own 
dental chair.....eat your heart out, Dr. 
Graham!  Dr. Evan Butcher, our 
chiropractor,  began changing the jungle 
one spine at a time. He saw over 100 
patients during the trip. 

While all this was going on one of 
our team members began giving away 
eyeglasses. Even if you don't read you 
need to be able to see... to tie a fish to a 
line, repair your nets, etc. They are very 
excited about getting the glasses. 

Meanwhile, Antonio Apestegui, 
District Overseer for Iquitos, sent out 
his boat to other villages in 
the area to bring  people in; 
adults and children. The 
children came mostly for 
the Bible School and the 
adults came for the medical 
attention. Many of the 
adults showed up at the 
Bible Schools for the 
children and received 
Christ. I love it when a plan 
comes together.  

Around 10 o’clock 
that morning Sherry 
Freeman led her group to the little 
building where they would present 
several dramas that day and the next. 
Sherry did a great job and 300 children 
gave their lives to Jesus over the course 
of the next few days. She had acquired 
new costumes for the drama. The old 
ones were in very bad shape and 
somebody had cut the backs out of 
them, probably to use to make clothes 
for a child. She used the flannelgraph, as 
well. She was able to utilize everyone 
who wanted to be in the drams as well 
as allowing some of them to do 
flannelgraph and teach Bible stories. 
Special recognition should go to Pastor 
Ricky Smith for his playing the part of 
the blind man who got healed. 
Everybody bragged on him. 

This was the first time that Sherry 
had been in charge of doing the dramas. 
Kay Workman was with us on the trip, 
but she let Sherry assume full 
responsibility and control of the 
children's ministry. Kay worked with 
scheduling, finance, etc. Sherry had 

been a part of it before, but had never 
been in charge. It was wonderful to 
watch her dramatize the birth, life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus.  She did it 
with great compassion. There was an 
anointing from the Lord that helped her 
and made what she did very fruitful. I 
believe that God has placed her in this 
organization to help us work with the 
children. Thank you, Sherry, for a job 
well done. 

About 12 noon everybody made 
their way back to the boat for lunch and 
a cool down time. It really gets hot 
there; over 100 in the shade by mid 
afternoon. We usually had soup and 
sandwiches for lunch. Iced tea with 
lemon was very popular. We didn't have 
colas on board.... except for a few that 

were smuggled on board by some very 
sneaky people. It is funny about us 
Americans. We have a hard time living 
without our luxuries. I made a decision 
when we first started going on the boat 
not to provide colas. We have cold 
water (with lemon if you like), iced tea, 
hot coffee and lemonade. In the extreme 
heat I believe that we are better off 
without the Cokes..... and, I like Cokes 
as well as anyone. I think it might be 
good if we just stick to the drinks we 
have onboard.  

On the first afternoon in the village 
we continued with the medical services 
and more activities with the children. 
The well drilling crew finished the well. 
It must have Clorox put into it for 
cleansing. A concrete pad must be 
installed around it for hygiene purposes.  

When the sun went down we 
showed the first video; "God Story". 
This takes people who know nothing 
about God, Jesus or the Bible and ushers 
them through the entire Bible in story 
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form. It helps the people know who He 
is and what He is. It points them to the 
Bible as a source of accurate 
information about God and His plan of 
salvation. At the end of this video one of 
our ministers gave an altar invitation. 
We always have people saved at the end 
of this first video.  

The second day in San Augusto 
was much the same with more work 
being done on the well, children's 
ministry, medical, etc. In the evening we 
did a service which included signing 
over the water well to the chief.  Pastor 
Ricky Smith did an excellent job of 
presenting the Word of God and 
working the altar service. Souls were 
added to the kingdom of God and needs 
and hurts were touched. The look on 
Ricky's face as he baptized one of the 
converts, tells it all. 

We had a baptismal service that 
afternoon and then showed the "Jesus 
Video" after sunset. More people came 
to Jesus during the final video. 

The next village, Canton, would 
prove to be somewhat different. 
Different in a good way. We had real 

revival in Canton. In fact, we had 
26 adults receive Christ in one 
service. Not bad for a village of 100 
or so. Hey, pastor, when was the 
last time you had a fourth of your 
town saved in one altar service? 

I think the team fell in love with 
this village. That is easy to do when 
you see them turning to Christ in 
large numbers. Everyone felt that 
this village had been so receptive to 
the gospel that we should build a 
church immediately. Antonio 
agreed, so I gave him the money to 
build the very first church in a 
village that South American Call 
has dug out of the jungle. We also 

paid for a boat motor for the pastor who 
will shepherd this flock. District 
Overseer Antonio already had a pastor 
ready for this church. He will also work 
with five other villages in the area. To 
God be the glory and the honor and 
the praise for it all.  

Leaving Canton we headed for 
Marupa. We went there on a previous 
trip to dig a well, but did not find 
water. I made a decision that we could 
go in there and dig a well in one day's 
time if we pushed it. Vic hit the 
ground early and got the job done. 
Again he and his workers surrounded 
the spot for the well and prayed to 
God that there would be water. There 
was. We had just set a record for 
SAC….three producing wells in one 
trip.  

We finished early that afternoon 
and left to go to our last village, 7 de 
Junio. We would only do the "God 
Story" video there, but two received 
Christ. I think we will be back in that 
village later.  

I had a great crew for this trip. One 
of the very best. This was Pastor Gregg 

Causey's first trip with me. He 
did a great job. He worked 
some with the kids and 
preached to the adults. I was 
very impressed with his 
ministry especially knowing 
that this was his first time on 
the Amazon.  He was 
outstanding.  

Brother Joe Walker did a great 
job singing in Spanish for the 
villagers. (Show off!!)  He 
teamed up with a young man 
from Iquitos and everyone 

enjoyed it.  

What a great crew we had on this 
trip. I have already mentioned some of 
the workers. But there are more who 
worked hard and contributed to the trip. 
I'm thinking of people like Pastor Kevin 
Blackburn who helped teach the kids 
and helped Sherry in the dramas. And 
there was Kevin's young son, Jake, who 
worked with the kids and showed them 
his love. Then there was the Brown 
family, Jason and Tiffany. This couple 
worked hard with the children and 
Tiffany was so valuable to help me with 
those in the group who were sick. Then 
there was Veda Hendrix. I’d bring her 
along just to pray for me, but she would 
climb the bank of that river to go up and 
work with the kids day after day. I know 
her knees were hurting her, but she 
never complained. Veda’s brother-in-
law, Ron Fields, and Bob Keith worked 

tirelessly with the dentist and the 
chiropractor. Since they were working 
with the doctors I could forget about 
that aspect of the ministry and do other 
things. They were there every time the 
doctors needed them.   

One of my very special friends, 
James Hill, was with the group this 
time. Unfortunately, he was sick for 
most of the trip. But on the last day he 
was feeling better and he stood 
watching the congregation as Kay 
taught a Bible lesson. He saw the school 
teacher come under conviction and went 
to him, helping to win him to the Lord. 
No, James, even though you were so 
very sick on most of the trip, you were 
not a failure. You helped win a man to 
Jesus. Wow! What a crew! But there are 
more of them. This was Rick McCoy’s 
second trip. I asked Rick to try some 
different areas of ministry this time and 
he tried a little of it all. I am expecting 
some great things of Rick in the future. 

Water well!  
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“Suffer the little 
children to come 

unto me.” 



Scott Pruitt got rave revues from Sherry 
for his  playing the part of Jesus. Several 
people mentioned his work to me and I 
saw it, too. Thanks, for a great job, 
Scott. And then there is Allen Rogers. 
He is just good; always. He is to the 
point that he can do just about 
everything there is to do on these trips, 
including drilling the wells.  

This was Josh Stults’ first trip with 
SAC. He worked the drama, taught the 
kids and anything else he was asked to 
do. Ed Teffeteller loved on the kids. 
Every time I saw him when he wasn’t 
busy with something else like helping 
with the well drilling, he had from one 
to a half dozen kids around him, loving 

them and playing with them. Thanks, 
Ed. Also with us  was Liz Walker, wife 
to Joe Walker, who brought sunshine 
everywhere she went. She worked with 
the drama and did some clown stuff and 
much more. But  her greatest 
contribution was that beautiful smile. It 
is worth putting up with Joe just to have 
Liz. And last, but certainly not least, 
there was Dempsey Walker. Dempsey 
worked hard on helping Vic with the 
water wells. He was there every time a 
well was drilled and he put a lot of 
effort and hard work into it. I sure hope 
Dempsey will make another trip.   

We are scheduling a trip to the 
Amazon, February 4-14, 2008. We will 

go into three villages and do basically 
the same thing we did on this last trip. 
The price of the trip will be $1,700.00. 
If you want to go, call or email soon. 
These trips are filling up quickly. 

I have some open dates for 
presentations in November and 
December. This is a very difficult time 
of the year to schedule. If you would 
like us to come, give me a call. 

God bless you as we labor together 
for Him who called us to His marvelous 
light. 

 

Joe Mercer 

President: South American Call, Inc.  

P O Box 204 
McDonald  TN  37353 

 

If you would like to participate financially  in this ministry please fill in the following form and mail 
to the address in the form or go to our web site to donate with a credit card. 

 
One time gift $ ______________________    Monthly gift  $ ______________________________  
 

Name ________________________________________________  
 

Address ______________________________________________  
 

City, State, Zip ________________________________________  
 

Phone # ______________________________________________  

Mail to: 
South American Call, Inc. 
P.O. Box 204 
McDonald, TN. 37353 


