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Merry Christmas! It is that
time of year when we celebrate the
birth of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. What a wonderful
time of year! Even those who don't
know Him celebrate his birth. The
politically correct crowd has tried
to kill the meaning of Christmas,
but the more they try to do so the
more He shines. Like the star that
announced his arrival, he shines
brightly for all to see.

| want to announce that there is
a good possibility that we have the
boat, Senorita Sophie, sold. If so
this is the end to a nightmare that
has lasted for several years now

With the money from the sale of

f the boat we will begin
to acquire a boat in
Peru. | have made
many mistakes along
the way, but | am

= doing the best | know
@ how to do. They keep
changing the rules

Ready to receive the message of Jes ECUEEUIIELS

The October-
November trip is over now. First
the bad news. | knew from the
beginning that this would be a very
difficult trip. | wasn’t wrong. First
of all, it was a very expensive trip.
| lost about $3,000.00 on it. We
had a small group which means
that there were not very many
people to help pay the various
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attempt the drill bit got stuck in
the ground and we had to leave it.

expenses we had. Then we had to We did not have a spare so that is

ship our equipment from Iquitos to
Pucallpa. | had to bring a man in
from Iquitos to help with the
preparation for well drilling. Much
new equipment had to be bought.
The net result of all of this was a
financial loss. But this is the price
you must pay to go into new areas
. God will help us and
28 we will survive it.

A ’ Along with the
B financial problems
came other

unexpected
4l problems, as well. In
particular we had a
= major setback with
~ the well drilling. i.e.,
we were not able to
: a successful
s well on this trip.

)
=L h Reason? On our first

all we could do.

Now for some good news. We
were supposed to be there. There is
no doubt in my mind that | was
supposed to do this trip. This is the
beginning of a great ministry in
that area. We are working with
Sister Melida Macedo.

Sister Macedo is the overseer
for the Church of God in the area
of Pucallpa. She is very impressive.
This was her first trip to put
together for us. She had never
been involved in anything like this
before, but she did very well,
indeed. To say the least, | am very
impressed with this lady. She rides
the public boats in the area and
goes into the jungle to work with
the churches. She was a very
successful pastor when 1 first met

(Continued on page 2)




her. Her church and those under

her oversight were winning souls

to Jesus. If she can get help from
outsiders she does so; if not, she
does what she can with what she
has.

She already had plans for
follow-up to the churches we are
planting. She is not a “we’ll do
that later” person. She is a get it
done person. | like that. The
people of the jungle have waited
long enough.

| was very irritated when |
found out that we would not be
able to drill any water wells. After
all, we had spent much money and
time and effort to prepare to do
so. That took some getting used to.
But as you see from the picture on
the first page, we did not waste
our time. The children and adults
were waiting to hear the gospel
message.

One of my great joys on the
trip was to see Andrew Willis at
68 years of age sweat and toil in
that horrible heat to play various
parts in the drama. There just
weren’t enough people to play all
the parts so Kay had to use some
of the people in several roles.
Andrew played several and did it
well.

This was not an easy trip for
Kay since the group was so small.
But she adapted to it well and
many were added to the Kingdom
of God. Over 350 total came to a
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Although we had problems on
the first day with the drilling, the
ministry to the lost went very well.
Both of the first two villages were
very receptive to the gospel. Both
adults and children listened to the
dramas, Bible stories on
flannelgraph and the videos with
great enthusiasm. After each
presentation an invitation was
given. Souls came to God on a
regular basis on this trip. To God
be the glory and the honor and the
praise for it all.

The third village was different.
For one thing it lay about three
miles off the river. We had to walk
or ride a motor car to get there.
This village was larger than most,
too. It had about 2,500 people
living there.

This village seemed a little
more modern, as well, and had
some tiny, paved roads. There was
maybe a mile of paved streets
in it. The road from the river
" to the village was mud and
- dirt, of course. There was an

. old, run-down Catholic church
~ there (see photo P3). There
. was a sort of “first-aid” station
which they would call a clinic.

| 1 " The town square looked nice.

The town looked peaceful and
nviting. All the pictures on
page three are from that town
. except for Sofia, of course. But
- some time ago there was blood
shed here. In fact, this is one of

the reasons that we were invited to
bring the gospel message; to help
stop the violence.

We set up to do the drama and
to provide dental care. On this
page you will see a picture of this
vilage and one showing the
service we had with the people.
Just looking at the pictures you
would never guess that there was
trouble brewing. In fact, two
young men tried to cause
problems while we were there. But
thanks be to God, two of the
people who were helping me saw
the trouble starting, so we were
able to avoid a confrontation.

On the afternoon that we were
in the third village it began to
rain. It rained all night and by the
next morning it was too wet and
muddy to go back to that village.
Not wanting to miss a day of
ministry, | asked Melida if there
was a village where we could
minister on the way back to port .
She thought for some time and
came up with the little village of
San Francisco. So we loaded up
and left for our final village.

This was a small village, very
small, and it seemed really
peaceful. We went in and began to
tell them the gospel message. This
village was totally different from
the last. There seemed to be a
desire here to have us with them.

Kay put on the drama and used
some flannelgraph, as well.



children and adults received Jesus
readily. We had seen this before so
| didn’t think much about it. Just
another village.... right?

Well, not so fast. You see, as |
was leaving the village chief came
to me and told me something that
I will not soon forget. He said
through my interpreter, “Sir, we
don't know who God is. Would
you build us a church and send
someone to teach us who He is?”
At that moment | knew | was
supposed to be there. To God be

the glory and the honor and the
praise for it all. There is no feeling
in the world like knowing that you
are exactly where you are
supposed to be for God. | had
traveled thousands of miles by air,
many hours by boat, and had been
through much adversity. But this
was the pay off. We are building a
church in that community and a
pastor will be assigned shortly.
Praise the name of Jesus! On the
back page of this newsletter you
will find a picture of that village.

UPCOMING TRIPS

I am planning a trip
March 9-19 to Pucallpa. |
need people to go with me
and help with the ministry.
If you would like to go |
need you to call me
immediately. You can take
part in the ministry in
many different ways. Your
going helps assists in both the
work of the trip and the finances.
Please call me and get on board
for this trip.

SOUP KITCHEN

We now have two soup
kitchens; one in Huaraz and one
in Santa. It costs me about

LOOKS PEACEFUL... RIGHT?

work with me. He had been to my
web site and looked at what we
were doing. In fact, | met Mike

and Sheila several years ago in
Ecuador. | had no idea that our

paths would cross again.

In October of this year he
accompanied me on a trip to the
Amazon and served as an advisor
and interpreter on the trip. While

$1,500.00 per month to keep these on that trip he felt even more

open. We need help to sustain this
work.

And don’t forget Sofie who
lives with Bro. & Sis. Chavez in

strongly that God was calling him
to work there. So in January he
and Sheila are planning to move to
Pucallpa. Over the next few

Santa. It costs about $1,200.00 per months he will be working with
year to maintain her. She is doing the ministry of SAC in the area. If
well and adjusting to living with all goes well and he feels good
love instead of abuse. Please help about staying with us, it is my
me with her. intention to utilize him for many
things.

Among other things, he will be
responsible for the teaching and
training programs that we will be
sponsoring. He will begin the
process of helping us to registered
as a “legal, non-profit”
organization. He will be assisting
in setting up crusades. The first
one will be in February with Rev.
Dale Buchanan. Sheila will be
overseeing a soup kitchen in
Pucallpa. She is very excited about
working with the children. This
will be our third soup kitchen in
Peru and many more are needed.

Mike is raising most of the
money he needs for his salary in
Peru. | will help when I can. If you
want to help Mike and Sheila you
may send money directly to Mike
or to SAC. Any money sent to
SAC for Mike will go directly to
him.

SOFIE

BEFORE NOW

ANNOUNCEMENT

On the front page of
this newsletter you will
find a picture of Mike
and Sheila Eaton. Mike
called me from Chile
some time back and
told me he felt led to



We are facing a new year
again. The boat situation is
beginning to work itself out; i.e.,
we think we have it sold and
should begin to buy/build another
soon. God has been very good to
us this vyear. His hand of
protection covered us. His hand of
provision sustained us. His
companionship was indispensable.

Please pray for us in this
coming year. It is my prayer that

ministry we have and WOULD YOU TEACH US ABOUT GOD?

to also move into other
areas.

| still have a couple
of weekends open
during the month of
December. This time is
always difficult to fill. |
don'’t like to be out of
the pulpit where |
spread the story of
missions. If you have

even in these financially trying an opening, please contact me. | God bless you as we labor

times that God will give us the would be glad to be with you any together.

cash flow to both sustain the time that | have an opening. May Rev. Joe Mercer

Soul iweiteery Gef e
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If you would like to participate financially in this ministry please fill in the following form and mail
to the address in the form or go to our web site to donate with a credit card.

Monthly gift $

;One time gift $

‘Name

EAddress

;City, State, Zip Iio(l)Jtth\)Tze(;iAcfan Call, Inc.
i Phone # McDonald, TN. 37353

Mail to:



