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AUGUST 8, 2008 

Hello Everyone, 
 

There are many things going on in South 
American Call, so I thought I should put 
out a newsletter to bring everyone up to 
date. So… here goes. 

First of all, I would like to tell you about 
the trip from which we just returned. 
Here are statistics for the three villages... 

· We ministered to 961 children 

· 233 of these received Christ 

· We ministered to 324 adults 

· 55 received Christ 

· Baptized 27 in water 

· Dentist saw 133 patients 

· Chiropractor saw 149 patients 

· Nurse treated 110 patients 

· Gave out 115 eyeglasses 

Keep in mind that these are small 
villages we are going into. Most of 
them are less than a hundred people. 
None of the ones we went into on 
this trip had a church of any kind 
nor clean drinking water. Most 

knew little or 
nothing about the 

true Gospel Message.  

In the first village we worked really hard 
on the water well, but to no avail. We 
drilled deeper here than in any of the 
other villages, but we were not able to 
find water. It is our hope that we can go 
back to this village in the future and 
complete the job. We were well received 
by the people and many came to Jesus. 
We did the dramas, dental and medical 
work, and provided chiropractic services. 
We showed the videos after the sun set 
and, as always, the videos were 
effective.  

The dramas continue to be extremely 
powerful in teaching the story of Christ. 
It works, and works well. Always, the 
children raise their hands to ask Jesus 
into their hearts. And, of course, the 
adults are there with the children and 
they too receive Christ. The drama, as 
well as the videos, are so plain and 
simple that anyone can understand them. 
It is on their level. Just think about it. If 
you had never read the Bible; if you had 
never heard a sermon about Jesus; if you 
knew absolutely nothing about Jesus or 
the true and living God, what would you 
need to begin to understand? Remember 
that we only have two days to teach them 
the basics, but it is working. 

(Continued on page 2) Ferry…. Jungle Style 

Children waiting for us  
at the first village 

Waiting to do the drama 



We went into the second village hoping 
that the water well drilling would go 
better, and it did. We got a good one 
there. In fact, the last two wells we 
drilled were so good that we were 
unable to pump them dry. To God be the 
glory. After that first dry hole I was 
beginning to wonder about my “WELL 
DRILLING MAN”. Thought I might 
need to bring in some help. However, on 
the next two wells he made up for the 
first one.  

The third village held some surprises for 
us. It will long be remembered by 
everyone in the crew. First of all, we 
saw an example of the inefficiency of 
the Peruvian government there. When I 
first left the boat I saw three large water 
tanks. I asked about them because if 
they had water already I didn’t want to 
put a well there. Turns out that this was 
a government sponsored project to bring 
water from the river and send it through 
a series of filters for the people to use. 
Problem is, it never worked. It was 
built, pictures were taken, the workers 
collected their money and it was over. 
Besides, the filtration equipment would 
never have worked for any length of 

time and they would still have 
been drinking polluted water. 

Vic did good here. He put down 
his second well that we could not 
pump dry. Today in that village 
they have clean, pure water, as 
does the second village. Vic and I 
are too old for this, but we do it 
anyway.  

That was just the beginning in the 
third village. To our surprise, 

Atahualpa, a village that we had 
ministered to in February, heard about 
our being there. Some of you will 
remember the chief of Atahualpa being 
baptized in water. They rode about two 
hours by boat to get there to be with us. 
It was a wonderful reunion. They are 
still serving the Lord and look for us to 
return soon. 

But there was more happening in this 
village. On the first day in that village 
Kay Workman came to me and said, 
“Bro. Joe, if the people don’t get into 
the services in this village they are 
going to miss it!” She believed in her 
heart that God was going to move in a 
special way the next day. In all the 

years of our 
working together 
she had never said 
anything like that to 
me. Most of the 
time now, I don’t 
attend the kids 
services because I 
have a photographer 
who takes the 
pictures. But when 
she said that I 
thought I would go 

over just in case something happened. I 
mean, if God was going to do something 
special, I wanted to be there. 

So the next morning I limped over to the 
little pavilion where it was taking place. 
It was a round building with a roof 
made of leaves. The walls came up 
about three feet and then it was open up 
to the roof. From where it was situated 
you could see the Amazon rolling by 
and our boat anchored nearby. There 
were probably 20-30 houses in this 
village and it had a school, but no 
church. 

When the service started a young man 
by the name of Jerison, a native of the 
Iquitos area, began to lead singing. 

There were children and adults; I 
suppose about a 50/50 mix. Jerison 
helps us with the kids. He does a clown 
act and leads songs that always have a 
way of pointing to Jesus. Anyway, he 
began to lead the singing in Spanish, of 

Vic & Jerison 
Clowning for the kids!!! 

Waiting to see the doctors 

Baptizing... 

In the Amazon 

Holy Ghost Outpouring 



course. As the children and adults began 
to sing something strange began to 
happen. I saw a Pentecostal service 
begin to unfold; the first I had witnessed 
in the jungle. It was awesome. I know 
that everything today is “awesome”, but 
this truly was.  

On my right, I saw a lady begin to move 

under the touch of the Holy Spirit. She 
was praying and glorifying God, but it 
was deeper. She had entered into true 
worship. Her soul was reaching out to 
God. Others begin to do the same thing. 
People began to speak in tongues as the 
Spirit gave the utterance. I laid my 
hands on one who fell backward into the 
arms of another where she lay for a long 
time worshiping and praising the Lord 
in the Spirit. 

This went on for some time with various 
ones in the group exhorting the people, 
including Kay who exhorted them with 

great passion 
about the benefits 
of this blessing. 
Many of these 
people had come 
from another 
village where 
some of them had 
received the 
baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. One 
person received 
the Holy Spirit 
baptism in that 

service. 

The worship must have lasted for over 
an hour and a half.  The people in our 
group who attended were ecstatic. I will 
never forget that service.  

For some time now I have felt that God 
was directing me to a different location 
on the Amazon. (See map) We have 
been working the river between Iquitos 
and Brazil for quite a while; close to 
two years. During that time we have 
been in many villages. We have spread 
the gospel message to several thousand 
people. But I have felt drawn back to the 
town of Pucallpa and the villages to the 
north of there. Pucallpa is as far to the 
north on the Amazon as you can go by 
road. There are no roads to the north of 
there until you get to Iquitos. This is the 
beginning of the 35,000 villages that 
have no church. This is where my next 
trip is going. 

We will begin to work from the south 
toward the area we have been 
working for almost two years. 
There are thousands of 
villages on this stretch of  
river that need to hear the 
gospel message. It is my hope 
to work the river from 
Pucallpa to Brazil. It is my 
vision to bring a reasonable 
amount of teaching and 
training to these people.  

We have already made a down 
payment on the boat that we 
will use on the next trip. The 
dates for that trip are October 
27-November 6.  

This is not going to be easy. I 
will have to bring all of my 
equipment from Iquitos to 
Pucallpa. It will have to be 
crated and put on one of the 
river boats. A man will have 

to go with the crates to keep the stuff 
from getting stolen. When it gets to 
Pucallpa it must be put in a place for 
safe keeping. I have thousands of dollars 
worth of equipment that must be 
protected.  

This equipment includes generators, 
well drilling equipment, kitchen and 
dining equipment, and more. It will not 
be an easy task.  

The boat we will use is owned by 
Christians. It is designed for mission 
work. As such, there are no private, air 
conditioned rooms. Everyone will sleep 
in a dormitory style room….air 
conditioned, I might add.    One room 
for the ladies and one room for the men.  

There are bathroom facilities available, 
and I am told the water is better filtered 
and cleaner than what we had on the El 
Arca. We will have a large dining room 
that will hold about 100 people and it is 
air conditioned. This is a newer boat 

Signing over ownership  
of another water well! 

Well drilling equipment.. 



and, as such, seems to be in better 
shape. 

I need about 20 people for this trip. If 
you can go, please call me immediately. 
This will be the beginning of the 
southern assault on the Amazon. Don’t 
miss it.  

For some time now I have been thinking 
about beginning another soup kitchen. I 
believe we are making a difference with 
the children at Huaraz. Every day 
through the week we give them one 
good, nutritious meal. This is enough to 
sustain them. Along with that, they 
receive Bible teaching, plus their 
parents are visited and invited to church. 

I believe we are getting our money’s 
worth in this project. The cost of that 
soup kitchen is $157.50 per week. This 
pays for the food, a cook, the gas to 
cook with, and a person who helps to 
oversee the activities. I get reports on a 
weekly basis. I have made it clear; no 
report, no money. When I did that the 
reports got regular.  

Just this week Rev. E.L. Turner called 
me and made me a proposition 
concerning a soup kitchen he is taking 
care of in Santa, Peru. This soup kitchen 
is overseen by Sister Laly Chavez. The 
cost is similar to what we are paying for 
the one in Huaraz. Brother Turner has 
the money to run it for one year and is 

willing to give me that money if I will 
continue to support it in the future.  

I would like your prayers as I consider 
this move. I am looking for ways to 
sponsor this venture. Money is always 
the problem.  

As to my health,  I am doing better. The 
doctor told me on my last visit that the 
bone in my leg is beginning to heal. To 
God be the glory. I am walking 
unassisted now….. in my Dan Post 
boots, of course. I have very little pain 
and am able to do most everything I 
need to do. Well, there is hang gliding, 
but I don’t think I’ll go there just yet.  

   Joe Mercer 

P O Box 204 
McDonald  TN  37353 

If you would like to participate financially  in this ministry please fill in the following form and mail 
to the address in the form or go to our web site to donate with a credit card. 

 
One time gift $ _____________________    Monthly gift  $ ______________________________  
 

Name _______________________________________________  
 

Address______________________________________________  
 

City, State, Zip________________________________________  
 

Phone # ______________________________________________  

Mail to: 
South American Call, Inc. 
P.O. Box 204 
McDonald, TN. 37353 


